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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

We’ve had an excellent start to the term and it has been an absolute joy to visit lessons, to see 
pupils thoroughly enjoying their studies. As always, our focus remains on ensuring our children 
receive the very best teaching and I’m very grateful to my colleagues who have undertaken the 

planning necessary to teach lessons that offer challenge, pace and provide opportunities for pupils to 
place their learning in context. 

I always remember being taught Mathematics at school, and then many years later applying it to my 
university studies, as I learned about motion and forces. I found it a revelation as I applied my learning to 
understand how forces acted upon a structure and ultimately how that would determine the necessary 

materials, sections and design of the overall structure. I loved completing the drawings, undertaking the calculations 
and modifying the design so much, that I spent many happy hours producing drawings and calculations for a range of 
different projects that friends were undertaking. For me, it was that fact that the numbers (forces) created a puzzle, 
one that needed to be understood and solved, and by changing some of the variables in the structure, I could find a 
solution that would lead to my structure being in equilibrium (balance). It gave me a challenge, one I thrived on, that 
deepened my understanding as the problems became more complex. I was engrossed, learning and at the same time 
consolidating and developing my understanding.

This is for me a critical part of learning. It is no surprise though to those who have studied learning, as we have for 
decades known how we learn best. In fact, the work undertaken by Benjamin Bloom occurred at the same time as 
our school was founded. He identified that for pupils to develop their thinking they needed to first develop their 
knowledge and understanding. Unfortunately, simply knowing a concept and the reasoning behind it, does not develop 
higher level thinking. I could, for instance, tell you how the concept of how a car engine works, help you to understand 
the basic function of most components, but could you then fix it? The difficulty is that knowledge and understanding 
rarely smoothly transfer into application. If you have the knowledge and understanding, great, but how is that useful 
to you?

In any subject, the ability to test our knowledge and understanding by applying it to a real life problem, deepens our 
ability to fully understand, as we start to analyse each part of the information we are given and evaluate its worth and 
relevance. To truly understand we need to apply learning to real problems. That learning can also be further developed 
if we undertake those problem solving activities with others. Working with our peers, we start to ask questions of 
each other, check our understanding and develop new ideas together as we work to find a solution. This discussion is 
important, as in groups we can, when faced with a challenge, realise the benefits of working collectively, learning from 
each other and improving our communication skills.

It is why as parents, when our child joins secondary school and starts doing their homework on evenings, we can 
(through our questioning) help them to learn. As our child progresses through the years we can start to believe that 
this support and questioning does not help, simply because we might not understand a subject area. This is not the 
case. The ability to study mathematics is not determined by your DNA, if you struggled, then that has no impact upon 
your child’s potential. So, take the time to ask questions, even if you don’t know the answer yourself. Why are you 
doing it that way? What is the purpose of? How have you achieved the answer? In asking this type of question, we get 
our son or daughter to think about their learning, and in explaining they help to consolidate their own knowledge and 
understanding.

Do have a good weekend,

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

�

Summer SoIrée

U13 Girls Football Seeking New Players

I am a FA Qualified coach with Stamford Bridge Girls U13 football Team and I am looking to increase my squad from 10 
up to 14 players having moved up to 9v9 and onto a 3/4 size pitch this season.

They are a great bunch of young ladies in both Years 7 and 8 with players from many different villages and schools. We 
have regular social events to maintain the fantastic inclusive team spirit that we have built over the years. All parents 
are very supportive and welcoming to new players and parents alike.

We have previously battled to both City of York league and City of York Tournament finals.

If your daughter is a keen footballer in Years 7 or 8 then Contact me to arrange a taster session. If there is sufficient 
interest then I would look to trial players. I am happy for girls currently playing for boys teams to supplement their 
playing time.

We train Friday evenings and play matches Saturday mornings.

Thank you.

Tony Dempster 07557737070

muSIcAl AchIevemeNTS

Jens Cadwallender passed is Grade 3 Piano exam earlier in the summer

Associated Board Music Results

Elizabeth Marsden - Grade 2 Clarinet  - Pass with Distinction

Flo Fitzpatrick - Grade 4 Flute - Pass with Merit

Lucy Breare - Grade 5 Theory - Pass with Distinction

Genevieve Fisher - Grade 5 Theory - Pass with Merit

Sophie Burn - Grade 5 Theory - Pass with Merit

Maddy Hodgson - Grade 3 Piano - Pass and Grade 4 Music Theatre - Pass with Merit

Olivia Rogers - Grade 2 Piano  - Pass

Harriet Rothwell-Inch Music Theatre Grade 8 - Pass with Distinction

Congratulations to you all!

ATTeNdANce, AchIevemeNT & 
cAre co-ordINATorS

Mrs r Bourne

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs K Milne

attendance

07980 702715

Mrs c WrigHt

 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer

loWer scHool

07790 351283
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Everyone likes to feel rewarded for their work, effort and achievements.  At Woldgate School, we 
ensure that all our pupils are regularly recognised and celebrated for acts of great merit, character 
and value or through the demonstration of life skills through our comprehensive rewards system.

Throughout all aspects of the school day, Lower School 
pupils are rewarded for the quality of their work, their effort, 
attitude and achievements through our ClassCharts system, 
which records exactly how many rewards they have received.  

Rewards reflect our school motto, and can be awarded for work, acts and 
attitude that shows great merit, character and value.  Teachers also stamp 
pupils’ planners to enable pupils and parents to keep track of the number 
of rewards they have received each week, each term and throughout the 
year.  These rewards are then counted each week and pupils with the highest 
number of rewards in each year group are awarded with certificates by their 
Head of Care & Achievement.

Parents can download the ClassCharts App onto their smart phones to see 
the number of rewards their child has received over days, weeks, months and 
the year to date.  In addition, parents receive an email informing them when 
their child has been given a reward.  This week, we posted out letters with 
instructions on how to set up your ClassCharts account.  If you would like 
any help setting up your ClassCharts account, or if you have any questions 
relating to it, please contact Mr Butcher.

At the end of each half term, those Lower School pupils with the highest 
number of rewards are treated to a ‘Breakfast of Champions’ in our 
school cafe, where they are offered a range of breakfast options and their 
achievements celebrated with their Heads of Care & Achievement.  Heads 
of Care & Achievement also reward pupils each term with certificates and 
prizes in recognition of their work, achievements, efforts and attitude.  Last 
year, our Lower School pupils earned over 166,645 rewards.  I am looking 
forward to seeing if our Lower School pupils can break that record this year!

Key dATeS

AuTumN Term 2018
5th September- 26th october

5th november - 21St december

SprINg Term 2019
7th January - 14th February

25th February - 5th april

Summer Term 2019
23rd april - 24th may

4th June - 19th July

STAff TrAININg 
dAyS

3rd September 2018
4th September 2018
15th February 2019

22nd July 2019

loWer School

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool

Mr Sloman Writes:
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L
ast week it was a pleasure to welcome our Upper School pupils back and to see them settle so well 
into their learning.  I called into many of their lessons and I was extremely impressed to see how 
focused and enthusiastic they were.  Outside of school, pupils sometimes consider homework to be 

a chore, however, this independent work helps to consolidate their learning in lessons and ensure that 
they are understanding the topics being taught.  Helping your child to create methods of studying and a 
thorough revision plan can help them to feel more in control of their work.  It can be helpful for parents 
to discuss the organisation of homework, particularly in relation to time management which becomes 
crucial if pupils have several deadlines close together. The following suggestions may help your child to 
get off to a great start this year:

• Provide somewhere for them to study that is well lit and a big enough space for all their materials but   
  without distractions

• Treat them to new stationery, highlighters, pens and post-its to make their revision work more interesting

• Help them to decide when is the best time to complete homework

• Ensure that homework is not completed just before bedtime, they need time to switch off before sleep

• Help them to prioritise their subjects, e.g. start with the biggest or most difficult

• Help them to plan ahead and break larger tasks down into manageable chunks

• Show an interest in their learning and help them to find ways of making revision materials as they go through                                         
the  year, e.g. your child can make revision cards which you can use to help them to revise for assessments                                        

Of course, the internet can also be a fantastic resource and allows young people to connect, communicate and be 
creative in a number of different ways, on a range of devices. In Upper School we encourage your child to make full use 
of GCSEPod, a resource which embraces the technology factor and allows pupils to access short 3-5 minute long ‘pods’ 
about different topics within their subject areas. Your child will be able to create playlists for their different subjects 
and staff will have the facility to set them questions to assess their understanding. This also means that there is always 
something that pupils can be doing to support their learning in the classroom and as staff, we can reward them for their 
efforts.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

Ms a longstaFF
Head oF upper scHool

upper School Ms Longstaff Writes:
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TANZANIA expedITIoN - July 2018 - mrS drAper WrITeS

After a very interesting build-up to the 2018 expedition the two groups totalling 27 Year 12 students and 4 school staff 
(plus 2 trained leaders from Outlook Expeditions) set off on Saturday 14th July for their 3 week African adventure. The 
2 years of saving and fund-raising had meant that the students could finally set off on their journey to Tanzania and 
help to make a difference to those less fortunate than themselves.

Outlook Expeditions checked the kit and went through final preparations with the students before taking them to 
Heathrow for the flights. Some were a little surprised at the weight of the extra kit that had to be carried in rucksacks 
such as tents, cooking stoves, first-aid kits and satellite phones! The flights from London Heathrow to Dar as Salaam 
via Dubai were tiring but the students’ entertained themselves by watching films, playing games and ringing each 
other on the in-flight seat phones.

Once in Dar es Salaam the students quickly had to organise the first stages of the expedition and buy in-country 
phones, buy local currency (Tanzanian Shillings) and book transport and accommodation. The expedition consists of 
phases with orientation at the start, a trek phase, a project phase at a local school, a safari and then some rest and 
relaxation before the journey home. Each student had a specific task to be responsible for and by working together 
they organised and led the expedition in Africa. Managing the budget was a very important job and involved making 
sure that no money was wasted and that the balance was checked at the end of every day.

Dar es Salaam is a busy city with bustling streets. The markets are spectacular. The first night was spent in a hostel 
which was clean but basic. At this point, the 2 groups split up and the exploration of Africa began.

Team 1 travelled 8 hours by road to Mikumi Safari Park and then on to the beautiful Usambara Mountains to complete 
their trek through the rainforest. When on safari they saw elephants, lions, hippos, giraffes, buffalo and lots of other 
wild animals. Mrs Atkinson managed to get her hair caught in her tent zip and had to be freed by Mrs Wright! All 
students were safely guarded by the safari wardens although they had difficulty sleeping on the safari camp site one 
night after seeing a lion at close range earlier that day.

Team 2 travelled firstly to Bagamoyo which is a historical slavery port with a thriving fishing industry based on the 
beach. The students spoke to the local fishermen and watched them gut the fish before wandering up the beach in 
the sunshine to explore the coastline. After a night camping, team 2 then travelled a further 10 hours to Arusha in the 
north of Tanzania to the Tarangire Safari Park.  They were lucky enough to see a cheetah resting in a tree as well as all 
the same wildlife as team 1. 

Both Team 1 and Team 2 completed projects at schools. This involved working for 5 or 6 days helping to improve the 
buildings as well as working with the local children. Team 1 worked in Mtae and Team 2 with the Nkoakirika Project. 
The schools receive no funding for improvements so they are maintained by the teachers and parents. It makes a big 
difference to their communities when our students volunteer to help. Both teams worked non-stop with building tasks 
to help improve the school buildings. It was exhausting work, but the local children will gain a better environment 
in which to learn. Our students said that it really makes you appreciate what you have when you see how little some 
people have. The local dignitaries formally thanked the students and we exchanged gifts with them.

By this point, both teams were more than half way through their expeditions. They had organised the trip from start to 
finish, worked closely with the local people, who were extremely welcoming and friendly, and they were now starting 
to think about coming home.  Reflecting on what they had achieved in such a short space of time, the teams were sad 
to be considering the journey back to England.
continued on page 8
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At Woldgate we are always extremely proud of the achievements of our Sixth Form students. This year we 
have seen another set of excellent results, despite the changes that have taken place at a national level, 
and I could not be more pleased for those students as they move on to their chosen destination; be that 

university, apprenticeship, or employment. Below is just a flavour of the outstanding results that were achieved:

Tom Beighton AAA in Computer Science, Mathematics and Physics. Studying Mechatronic and Robotic 
Engineering with a Year in Industry at the University of Sheffield

Caitlin England AA in Psychology and Sociology, and Double Distinction* in BTEC Health and Social 
Care. Studying Psychology at the University of Stirling.

Ellie Fitzmaurice AAA in Geography, Physical Education and Psychology. Studying Sport and Exercise Psychology at 
Loughborough University.

Rebecca Hill AAA in Biology, Chemistry and Mathematics. Studying Chemistry at Loughborough University.

Amy Openshaw A*A*A* in Biology, Chemistry and Psychology. Studying Medicine at Hull York Medical School.

Nicola Ridsdale A*AAA in Computer Science, Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Physics. Studying Artificial 
Intelligence and Computer Science with a Year in Industry at the University of Sheffield.

Harriet Rothwell-Inch A*BB in Drama and Theatre, English Literature and Spanish. Studying Modern Languages at 
the University of Nottingham.

Daniel Shadrack A*AAB in Chemistry, Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Physics. Studying Physics and 
Astrophysics at the University of Sheffield.

Jonathan Smith AAA in English Literature, History and Media Studies. Studying Film and Television Production at 
the University of York.

Jade Stutt A in Sociology and Double Distinction* in Health and Social Care. Studying Primary Education at 
Northumbria University.

Helena Walker ABB in Biology, Geography and Physical Education. Studying Sport Rehabilitation at the University 
of Salford.

Jamie Webster AAA in Mathematics, Physics and Product Design. Studying Mechanical Engineering at the University 
of Birmingham.

Harriet Wood A*AA in Biology, Mathematics and Psychology. Studying Psychology at the University of Nottingham.

Heather Wright A*AB in English Language, French and History. Studying French Studies at the University of London 
Institute in Paris!

I know that these outcomes were not the result of three weeks hard work, or even three months hard 
work, but hard work day in and day out; continuing to work even when the work was hard.

Mrs K laWson
Head oF sixtH ForM

SIxTh form college Mrs Lawson Writes:



8 www.woldgate.netIssue 142

continued from page 6

Team 2, although exhausted, still had their trek to complete. This involved climbing Longido Mountain which is a 
training mountain for those wanting to climb Kilamanjaro. Not everyone made it, including Mrs Draper, but Mr Joseph 
climbed to the top with the team and enjoyed spectacular views across to Kenya from the summit. Team 1 were 
relaxing at Bagamoyo at this point and even managed to organise to get some laundry done before the flight home.

Both teams were reunited at Dar as Salaam ready for the long journey home and shared stories of their experiences 
and showed off their purchases before boarding the plane.

It was an absolute pleasure and privilege to work with our students again on expedition. All staff agreed how humbling 
it was to see our students interacting in such mature and thoughtful way with the local communities and how they 
really wanted to make a lasting difference to those in need. 

Well done. 

The photographs on pages 8-11 show some highlights of the expedition
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Mrs s geary
Head oF inclusion

TeAchINg ANd leArNINg focuS - home leArNINg                                       

At Woldgate, home learning is an important part of every student’s education. Home learning 
helps you to become an independent learner and creative thinker. These skills will help you 
as you progress in your education. Always aim to complete home learning in advance of the 

deadline. This will allow you time to seek help from a teacher if there is anything you don’t understand, 
research information on the internet or go to the library to gather additional learning resources where 
needed. 

It can be really helpful to have a dedicated work area at home for studying and completing homework. A desk, chair 
and somewhere to store books, as well as a supply of stationery, can make home learning feel like less of a task. 
Being prepared for learning provides a calm, focused and purposeful start to lessons. Being physically ready to 
learn and good classroom routines maximise the progress that a pupils can make and nurture their love of learning.

It is so encouraging to see Year 7 finding their way around school this week.  The Transition Days 
before Summer clearly helped them get their bearings and start to make Woldgate School feel 
like home from home.  Initially, there was some puzzlement over where classrooms were located 

and it was lovely to see older pupils directing and showing younger ones to the right rooms.  

Mrs c Fox-nicHolls
Head oF teacHing & 

learning

This is what is so positive about Woldgate School, the sense of community which is fostered by older pupils in 
supporting younger ones.  Year 7 pupils are beginning to develop new routines and new friendships, too; very soon 
they will lose their junior school identity and be very much part of the year group.  

If pupils have not yet found B8, I would encourage them to do so.  Staffed from 8.35am it is a bright and cheerful 
area where pupils can play games, make friends and meet new people. The brightly coloured chairs and furnishings 
welcome pupils of all ages and the atmosphere is at all times inviting.  The staff are there to support throughout 
break time and lunchtime and it is a good place to get homework help if needed.  In the midst of a busy day, it is a 
fantastic place to re-charge batteries.  Drop in if you get chance!

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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